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For the Lamb, which in the Midſt of. the 
E are met this day to celebrate the me. 
morials of the love of Chriſt, jg his death 
"#4 and hom e 192 mount Calyary, 
And that our faith may look tp him in the beſt light, 
and to the beſt advantage, we are to remember, not 


only where he once was, hut where he now eis: and 
we will find, we need not be_ aſhamed of a crucified 


Chrift that was once upon the creſi, for now he is upon 


the throne. The Lamb that was ſlain, as a ſacrifice to 
ſatisfy divine juſtice for us, the once dying Lamb in 
the midſt of the croſs, is noi the everliving Lamb in 


the midſt of the throne, And from this throne of God, 


where he reigns, we expect our food and proviſion up- 
on the feaſt-day ; according to the words of the text, 
The Lamb which is in the midſt of the thrane, ſball feed 


From the 13th verſe of this chapter we have a de- 


ſcription of the honour and happineſs of theſe that ſhall . 


faithfully ſerve, and patiently ſuffer for the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Some interpreters thiak, that the happi- 


neſs of the ſaints. militant, even in this world. is here 
deſcribed; ſome, that it is only the happineſs of the 
ſaints triumphant in heaven; others, make this place 
of ſeripture relate to both, and with theſe N [ 


Jain ; becauſe whatever honour and happineſs of ſuf- 


fering ſaints is here ſet forth, they enjoy the ſame part- 
Iy in this life, and fully in the life to come, as may 


appear by the particulars here mentioned. 
I The happy perſons are ſpoken of, ver. 14th, The/e 


are 


i 


p a 3 F N ao 7 4 * 1 q 2 
4 * 2 A 5 . 48 r * e . 
— x * * * * IM \ 
, ” X * 1 1419 5775 
» # * f 4 n 
Ws LF — | 's * r 
1 7 . * 7 
TH * $4.44, WY | * = —— 


« 
4 
* 


m_— „ : 
WV * 19 
EN | 4 : "M - 
- 
20 / 
bY * 
. po, 


41 
4 
1 
bo 
80 
A 


P 


— —— — — 


3 — — * —— — 
mrs a F ²˙ A * -v 


K6— 
- 6-0 wy 


> 2 2 "ow — — nem 


PPP 


K DS »» „4% «% a ne, 
by * 8 2 P * — 8 — Den 


— WS a * 
enn 


I: 
9 
* 
9 

1 
5 
>. 

„ 
* 


— us DADA 


are they that have come gut of great tribulation, What 
ever relation ſome think this may have to the church 


as they are happy, 


neſs, which we cannot here do; jet it is the property 


a The Lamb in the Midſt of the Throne. * 


of Chriſt on earth, after they have eſcaped the Anti- 


chriſtian bloody perſecution; or, as others, to the 


martyrs in heaven, that have ſuffered unto death for 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; yet jt may be ſaid of all the mi- 


litant ſaints, who, through much trouble, enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, and therein are conformed to 


their ſuffering head, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and bear 


about in their þady the dying of the L:rd Jeſus. Many 


are the afflifiions of the Fightevus, but. the Lord delivers 
| them out of them all. Il may be ſaid of all the ſaints, 


theſe are they that have come from trouble to reſt, 


from bondage to liberty, from death to life, and have 


waſhed their robes, and made them white in the bliod of 


the Lamb. The perfection of this purity they have 


in heaven ; but even here on earth they are waſhed in 


the blood of Chriſt, and clothed with the white robe 
of his imputed and imparted righteouſneſs, | 


Ver. 15th, © Therefore are they before the throne 
« of God, and ſerve him day and night in his temple ; 


* and he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell among * 


Cy 


them. This ſeems to be a further deſcription of the 


happineſs of the ſaints both militant and triumphant; | 


4 


1. In their fate, being * waſhed, juſtified, and ſanc- 


| © tified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 


Spirit of their God. 


2. They are happy in their flation, being always 
before the throne of God. The glorified faints in heaven 
are always in that preſence where there is fulne/s of 


joy; and the ſanctifled ones upon earth have this bleſ- 


ſing alſo beſtowed upon them, they are ſaid to fi? with 
him in heavenly places; and it is their daily work to come 
boldly to the throne of grace. Again, . 


3. They are happy in their ſervice ; for, they ſerve 
him day and night in the temple. Though theſe that 


are in heaven ſerve him without weakneſs or weari- 


of 
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* The Limb in the Midft of the Throne. 


| of all the true circumciſion to wor/hip God in the Spi- 
rit and in truth, and to pray without ceaſing ; meditat- 
ing'on his law day and * * and going to the altar of - 

k 4 


God; to God in Chriſt, the true ſpiritual temple, 


4. They are happy in their company; for, * he that 
« fits on the throne ſhall dwell among them.” This 


points out friendſhip, fellowſhip, aud familiarity be- | 


lows to the militant ſaints in part, when, upon open- 
ing the door of their heart, he comes in and ſups with 
them, and they with him, Rev. iii. 20. And they are in 


tween God and the rio iode which alſo Chriſt al- 


caſe to ſay, * Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, 


and with his Son Chriſt,” 1 John i. 3. yea, God ſays, 


I will dwell in them, and walk id them, and will be 


their God, and they ſhall be my people.“ 


5. They are happy in their freedom ; ahd ſhall be 


freed from all waut, and all uneaſineſs. From all 
want; for, they ſhall hunger no more, neither (hall 


they thirſt any more: for this freedom will be per⸗ 
fected in heaven, as it is commenced on earth; as the 


prophet ſays, ſpeaking of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom, 


Ila. xlix. 10. They all not hunger, nor thirſt, &c. 


Hence ſays Chriſt, John vi. 35. He that comes to 
© me ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth in me 


* ſhall never thirſt ;' pointing out the ſpiritual pleaſure | 


and ſatisfaction they ſhall have, and never be altoge- 


ther deprived of. --From all unea/ine/s alſo ſhall they 
be freed ; neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor 


any heat 3? or, as it is in the forcited Iſa. xlix. 10. 


Neither ſhall the heat nor ſun ſmite thei.” / Che re- 


deemed above are perfectly freed from all uneaſineſs; 
and even the redeemed on carth, according to the mea- 
{ure of faith, ſuch will be their meaſure of eaſe, even 
amidſt all things that tend to make them unealy. 
Chriſt ſays to them, Fear not, only believe; Fear 
not, I am with you; Fear not him that can” at moſt 


but kill the body; The very hairs, of your head are 


all numbred :' you may be perfectly eaſy. Nothing 
is more unealy than the ſun in the meridian regions 


Fi 


ſo 


„ 
Li 
LY 
N + 
* 
1 9 


it 
BY 
| 
1 
i} 
Wh 


n 


- _— — NNN NN — — — 
— . —— — 
— bag 
8 * — — * * 
a 4 — I gf — n n * 
** . 9 , * 
» 2 


— 


G The Lamb in the Midi of the Thrane. MA 
fo are afflictions and perſecutions to the faints, and the 
temptations they are attacked with from earth and 
hell: but © God is faithful,“ ſays the apoſtle, © who 
vill not ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are 
* able, but will with the temptation alſo make a way 
$ m cicaipe, 't that you may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 
x. 12. 
6. They are e happy in their provifon: becauſe The 
Lamb th is in the midſt of the throne ſball feed them; 
hence he is ſaid to feed his flock like a ſhepherd. The 
feeding here ſpoken of, imports alſo rule and govern- 
ment, ſuch as a ſhepherd hath over his flock. It is in 
the the. delieving view of the provident loving ſhepherd, 
the Pſalmiſt ſays, 70 Lord is my epherd, I ſhall 
not want, Pſal. xxiii. 1. 

7. They are happy i in their direftion and conduct; 
in their director, guide, and conductor: He ſhall lad 
them unto living ſountains of waters, Now, of theſe 
hving, waters the Lord Jeſus ſpeaks, as they reſpect 
even his people in this world, John iv. 14. and vii. 38. 
The water that I give, ſhall be in him a well of wa- 
* ter ipringing up to everlaſting life; and, out of 


© his beily ſhall flow rivers of living waters.“ By theſe [ 


they have matter of comfort amidſt all their croſſes. 
Hence, 5 
8. They are here faid to be happy in | their Joys; 
for, God ſhall aue away all tears from their eyes; that 
is, all their griefs and forrows ſhall be allowed up 
with the fulneſs of joy and conſolation that ſhall be 
abuntantly allowed them. The commencement of 
this joy is even here, amidſt all the troubles and 
trials of the militant ſaints; For behold,” ſays God, 
I create Jer uialem a rejoicing, and her people a joy; 
and the voice of weeping hall be no more heard, 
Isa. Ixv. 18, And hence 1hey are ſometimes filled 
« with joy and peace in believing ;' yea, * with 3 joy un- 
* ſpeakable and full of glory. | 
It is the firſt part of this laſt verſe that T have ef: 
pecially my eye upon; particularly, that 2 ot 
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of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which the comments, I have 


cCuouſulted, paſs over more lightly than 1 expected, 
namely, The Lamb which is in the midft of the throne, 


Where we have our Lord Jeſus deſcribed, 1. From 
his meekneſs and humility ; therefore he is called the 
Lamb. 2. From his majeſty and authority ; he is the 
Lamb in the mid/t of the throne, What benefits accrues 
to his church, from his meek and majeſtic government, 
follows in the reſt of the verſe, which, if I have time, 

I may a lictle inſiſt upon. But what I eſpecially pro- 
pole to ſpeak to, as the Lord may aſſiſt, is, From the 
ſweet account given us here of our Lord Jeſus. And 


this we ſhall <llay in the n. doctrinal 28 


| Onzeny. That our Lord Tefus Chrift is the Lamb i in 
the midſt of the throne of God. 


And, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, Pfal. cxxi. ”" I will uf 


mine eyes unto the hills, from whence comes my heip;” 
ſ let us lift our eyes to the throne, from whence comes 
our food to-day: and we may the more readily and 


joyfully do ſo, that the Lamb is in the midſt of the 


| throne, to be the feeder. That I may open and ap- 


ply this doctrine for our benefit, S SIN the fol- 
lowing method. 


I. Speak a little of the Land. 
II. Of the throne. 
III. Heu the Lamb comes to be upon the throne. 


TV. What js imported in the Lamb's being in the 
midſt of the throne. 


V. Conſider the benefit of feeding, that iſſues 


from the Lamb's being in the midſt of the 
throne. 


1. We are to offer a word concerning the Lamb. 


This is a name frequently given to our Lord Jeſus in 
ſcripture; and he is fo called, both becauſe of his im- 
maculate whiteneſs and i innocency, and becaufe of his 


incomparable meckneſs and patience : he is a Lamb 


without blemiſb, and without ſpot, 1 Pet. i. 19.; and 


his meekneſs was matchleſs, of which more afterward : 


he 


2 8 The Lamb in the Midſt of the Throne. 
he is the Lamb of Cod, the werthy Land, the Lamb 
that was ſlain. | 

I ſhall only here mention four derlods: wherein be i is 
_ repreſented as a Lamb. 
1. In his deſignation from the beginning, yea, from 
all eternity, to be a ſacrifice to ſatisfy divine juſtice : 
hence, Rev. xiii. 8. he is called the Lamb ſlain from 
* the foundation of the world; ſlain decretively, in 
the purpoſe of God, before the foundation of the world 

was laid; and ſlain Zypzcally, in all the ſacrifices . 

the la W. 

2. In his manife ſtation, when he. appeared in our 
nature, he is pointed out as the Lamb that was come 
te be a ſacrifice for ſin, John i. 29. * Behold the Lamb 


of God, that taketh away the ſins of the world; and | 


again, ver. 36. Behold the Lamb of God. To this pur 
poſe ſays the ſame beloved diſciple, 1 John ili. 5. 
© You know that he was manifeſted to take away our 
* ſin,” 

3 In his W unto death, he is repreſented 
as the meek and patient Lamb, Acts viii. 32. He was 
led as a Lamb to the (laughter ; and as a ſheep before 

© his ſhearers is dumb, fo he opened not his mouth ;* 
which are the words of the prophet, Iſa. liii. 7. Thus. 

ſaith the Lord by the ſame prophet, chap. I. 5, 6. He 
vas not rebellious, neither turned away back; I gave 
my back to the ſmiter, and my cheeks to them. that 
* plucked off the hair; 1 hid not my face from ſhame 
and ſpitting,” 

4. In his exaltation, or in the ane ted eſtate, he 11 in 
ſcripture repreſented as a Lamb; particularly, Rev. 
v. G. And I behold, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, 
© and in the midſt of the elders, ſtood a Lamb as it had 
© been ſlain, Ge. This is the place that our preſent 
tent hatha reference unto : and therefore, concerning 

it you may obſerve the deſcription given of this 

Lamb. 
. (1.) As the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne ; 
of which more after ward, Only, you ſee, in his — 


ov oor nts —— nn ib rr errntrmennn t — 


The Lamb in the Mille of the Throws. "S 
ed eſtate at the Father's right hand, he is fill the 


lamb; change of place hath not made him change his 


name, or nature: he took our human nature along with 
him; and he is ſtill the meck and lowly Lamb, though 
he be upon the throne 

(2.) Heis deſcribed by being a Lamb lain ; 4 Lamb 
as it had been ſlain. He appears with the marks of his 


= ſufferiugs upon him, to ſhow that he interceeds in bea- 


ven iu the vittre of his ſatistaction; becauſe he entred 
the holy place by his own blood, Heb. ix. 12. And the 
virtue of the ſacrifice he offered is always freſh, as 1 | 

he were newly ſlain. 
3.) kle is deſcribed as a Lamb having ſeven horns; 
pointing out the perfection of his power to execute all 
the will of God, and to conquer all his enemies. This 
Lamb is the power of God. 
A He is deſcribed as a Lamb having ſeven eyes ; 
pointing out the perfection of his wiſdom, to under- 
ſtand all the will of God, and to do it in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner. As he is the POWER of God, ſo he 
is - W1sDoOM of God; for he hath the Spirit of 
| God above meaſure: therefore it is ſaid, The ſeven eyes 

are the 2 ſpirits of Ced; not ſeven in number or in 

nature, but in reſpect of the diverſity of the gifts and 
operations of that one and eternal Spirit of Cod: this 


Lamb of God, then, is he that hath the Spirit of the 


Lord God upon him, for he hath anointed him; and he is 
_ anointed, that he may anoint. And, O may the Lamb, 
with the ſeven eyes, look upon this aſſembly, and 
. give eyes to us to fee his glory this day, that our hearts 
may Join iſſue with the heavenly company, Rev. v. 12. 
 MWarthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive puer and 

riches, and wiſdom, and firength, and honour, and glor 7. 
and bleſſing. 
JL. The next thing we propoſed, was a word con- 
cerning the throne 1 we would ſhortly conſider, 
what for a throne it is, and why called a throne. 


It, What kind of a throne it is which the Lamb is 


aid to be in the midſt of? I may anſwer, It is the 
1 | throne : 


— 
P 


10 The Lamb in the Midft of the Throne. 
throne of God, Rev. xxii. 1, 3. There it is called the 


. throne of God and ef the Lamb; the throne of God is the I 


throne of the Lamb, and the throne of the Lamb! is 
the throne of God; it is the throng of his grace, the 


| «hrone of his glory, the throne of his holineſs, and the 


throne of his juſtice, 

1. It is called the throne of divine grace, Heb. 
iv. 16. Let us come boldly to the throne of grace. Why? 
becauſe we have a Hig Fo prieſt there; the Lamb is in 


the midſt of the ers It And, indeed, the throne of 


grace is nothing elſe than a God in Chriſt, a God re- 
conciled in Chriſt, a God upon a mercy- -ſeat, ſprinkled 
with the blood of Chriſt. 

2. It is called the throne of divine glory, Jer. 
xiv. 21. Do not diſgrace the throne of thy glory; 
remember, break not covenant with us.“ T he pro- 


phet there ſpeaks of the temple, and the ark in it, ke 


ſymbol of God's preſence; which was typical of Chriſt, 
in whom the covenant of grate ſtands faſt: and ſo it 
is called the throne of glory, becauſe all the glory of 
God ſhines about the throne. As the grace of God is 


the glory of God, fo all the glory of God ſhines/in the 


face of Jeſus Chriſt : therefore, 

3. It is called a throne of divine holi neſs, pfal. 
xlvii. 8, Cod ſitteth upon throne e his holineſs. Holineſs 
becomes his houſe, holineſs becomes his throne, and 
holineſs is his throne; there is nothing there, but the 
holy God, the holy Laib, the holy throne; and they 
that are about it cry, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of beſts, 
W 
1 140 Iti is called the throne of his Juſtice, Pſal. Ixxxix. 

* juſtice and judgment ace the habitation of th 
1 bes And Pſal. xcvii. 2. Clouds and darkneſs 


Lare round about him, yet righteouſneſs and judg- 


* ment are the habitation of his throne.” His glorious 


and holy throne of grace ſtands firm upon the baſe and 


foundation of juſtice ſatisfied for the ſinner, and judg- 


ment execute againſt ſin, in the blood of the Lamb 
that is in the midſt of the throne, It is thereſore no 


biud- 


The Lamb in the Mid of the Throne. 11 


hindrance or impediment to our acceſs to the throne 


of grace, that it is alſo a throne of juſtice ; but rather 
a furtherance and encouragement, becauſe there grace 
* reigns through righteouſneſs unto eternal life by Je- 


* {us Chriſt,” Rom. v. 21. And, fance grace reigns there 


through juſtice - ſatisfying righteouſneſs, why then, 
there God may with honour meet with ſingers, and 
there ſinners may with hope draw near to God..-- This 
is the throne of God and of the Lamb. 


A2aly, Why is it called a throne ? The place, f in the 
midſt whereof the Lamb! is, is called a throne, on theſe 


accounts; 

1. A throne is a place of powerful and m jeſtic 
glory, honour, and dignity. Jeſus Chriſt, the Lamb, is 
ſet in the midlt of this place, crowned with glory and 
honour, Heb. ii. g. His Father hath crowned him King 
there, ſaying, Thy throne, O God, ir. for ever and ever. 


2. A throne is a place of power and authority. Chriſt 


the Lamb, is ſet in the midſt of this throne ; for, All 
power in heaven and earth is given to him, Matth. 


xxviii. 18. All judgment is committed to him; and the 


government is upon his ſhoulders, 


3. A throne is a place of height and 1 Chrift, | 


the Lamb, is in the midſt of this place, Iſa. vi, 7.1 
* ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a throne high aud lifted 
* vp; and his train filled the temple.” His Father hath 
| ſet him on the bigheſt throne ; he hath highly ex- 
* alted him, and given him a name above every name.” 

4. A throne is a place of plenty; theuce the royal 


bounty is communicated. Chriſt, the Lamb, is in the 
midſt of this place; hence it is faid, Col. i. 19. It 
* pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 


_ © dwell;” and again, © In him are hid all the treaſures 
© of wiſdom and know ledge,” all the treaſures of grace: 


and out of his fulneſs we all receive, 400 grace for ; 


grace,“ John i. 6. 
5. A throne is a place of We as well as bounty 3 ; 


it is a beautiful and ſplendid place. And to ſee the 


Lamb in the midſt of the throae, is to foe the Ring in 
| | B * f bie 
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wrought for the throne. 
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bbs A Iſa. xxxiii. 17, Strength is within his 


6 Wo 7 and there doth beauty ſhine ;* there doth 


vs In a word, a throne i is a place of pleaſure, peace, 
Joy, and Am The Lamb is the midſt of this place: 
having * aſcended up on high, and led captivity captive, 


Pal. Ixviii 18. he fits trinmphant upon the throne, | 


making all his enemies his fortftool. If he triamphed over 
them on the croſs, as it is ſaid, Col. ii. 15. how much 
more does he triumph over them on the throne, mak- 


ing all believers ſharers of his joyful triumph! 


III. The third thing I propoſed was, To ſhow how 


the Lamb comes to be upoh the throne. I ſhall tell 
© you in a few words, that he bargained for the throne, 
de wrought for the throne, he fought for the throne, he 


ded for the throne. 
1. He bargained for the throne: In the cou alel of 
peace, hetwixt the Father and the Son, i: was promiſed 


to Chriſt, that, upon his doing and ſuffering for his | 
people, he ſhould have a glorious throne, and a nume- 
' Tous retinue : that he ſhould ſee his ſeed, and fee the 


travel of his foul, and be ſatisfied, Iſa. Iii. 10, 11. The 
SAS cries out, it is a bargain that I chearfully go in 

Lo, I come; in the volume of thy book it is 
* writteg of me: I delight to do thy will, O my God; 
thy law is within my heart ;* Pſal xl. 7. 8. Hence 


ſays the Father, I have made a covenant with my 
- * choſen,” Pſal. Ixxxix. 3. 


2. He wrought for the throne. According to the 
bargain and covenant between the Father and him, he 


brought m everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix 24.; he 


Fulflled all righteouſneſs, Matth. iii. 15. And hence he 
claims the crown and the throne; © I have glorified 


' © thee or. earth, I have finiſhed the work thou gaveſt 
© me to do: And now, O Father, glorify thou me 


with thine ownſelf, with the glory I had with thee | 
before the world was, John xvii. 4, 5.---- Thus he 


3. He | 


\ 


re 1 —„ 


and equality with the Father. | 
| nite love, he thought it no diſparagement, at his Fa- 
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3. He fought for the throne. Ye may ſee how he | 
1 fa. Ixili. 1, 2, 3. Who is this that cometh 


from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? This 


_ © that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
* neſs of his ſtrength ? I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, 


© mighty to ſave. Wherefore are thou red in thine 
* apparel ? and thy garments like him that tradeth in 


t the wine fat? And on this account the Lamb fits 
ſpoiled principa- 
0 oP and powers; - bruiſed the head of the old ſer- 

| : deſtroyed the works of the Devil; and come 


upon a triumphant throne, having 


of wk field like a victorious conqueror. Therefore, 
* The Lord ſaid unto our Lord, Sit thou at my right · 
hand, Pſal. cx. 1. where you read both of the 
bloody bartle, __ the glorious enthronement of the 
Lamb. 


4. He died * the throne : © Having drunk of the 
2 brock in the way, therefore did he lift up the head,” 
Pſal. cx. 7. And, becauſe ' 
the death, even the death of the croſs ; therefore God 
* hath highly exalted him, and given him a name above 
> When he had the croſs 
upon his back, he had the throne in his eye ; * For 


every name,' Phil. ii. 8, 9. 


the joy that was ſet before him he endured the croſs, 
* deſpiſing the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the 
right hand of the throne of God, Heb xii. 2. And 
thus, © for the ſuffering of death, he was crowned 


- With glory and honour,” chap. ii, 9. Our faith then 


may ſee and be ſatisfied how he came by the throne. 
But for widening and increaſing faith's view of. this 
enthronement, [ proceed, 

IV. To the next thing propoſed, namely, To ſhow 
what may be imported in the Lamb's being in the midſt 


| of the throne And, 


1. That the Lamb is in the müdſt of the throne, 
ſpeaks forth the dignity of his perſon, his ſupreme deity, 
Though, in him infi- 


ther's call, to make himſelf of no reputation, and 
a take 


he became obedient uuto 


/ Ir ee GA wry rene 
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„take upon him the form of a ſervant ;' Jet, being 


* in the form of God, he thought it ao robbery to be 
* cqual with God,” Philip. ii. 6. And his Father thinks 


| it no diſparagement to him, to call even the ſuffering 


Lamb, the crucified Jeſus, his fellow and equal; A- 
wake, O ſword, againſt the man that is my fellow,” 
Zech. xiii. 7.; yea, to crown him King upon his e- 
| verlaſting throne, ſaying to him, © Thy throne, O God, 
i is forever and ever,“ Heb. i. 8. O Sirs, if the Chriſt- 
diſparaging and ſoul-datnning doctrine of Arians were 
true, the Lamb would not be worthy of ſuch a . 
far leſs the midſt of the throne. ” 

2. That the Lamb js in the midſt of throne, imports 
and ſpeaks forth the height of his exaltation. Beſide 
the natural right as God, that Chriſt hath to the 
' throne, he hath a donative right as Mediator; and 
— becauſe, as Mediator, he hath brought in glory to God 

in the hgheſt; therefore, he is exalted to the higheſt 
throne that his Father can give bim: I will make 
* him my firſt-born, higher than the kings of the earth,” 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 27. And now, according to his promiſe, 
Let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, That 
God hath made that ſame Jeſus that was crucified, 
both Lord and Chriſt, Acts ii. 36 And being now 
poſſeſſed of the throne, © he hath on his veſture and 
on bis thigh written, KiNG or KINGS, AND LORD 
* OF LORDS ;' and the rather that it is a ſcarlet robe, 
a veſture dipt i in blood, Rev. xix- 13, 16. to ſhow, that 
it is the worthy Lamb that was ſlain that is in the midſt | 
of the throne. 

3. That the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne, 
imports, I think, the perfection of his mediation, and 
exactneſt thereof. O but this part of the throne be 

fit for him, and he fit for it! It well becomes him to 
be there; he is the middle perſon hetween the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and the middle perſon between 
God and man; and it well becomes him to have the 
middle part. of the throne. The Mediator and mids- 


man ny the mdf of the n it ſays, he is a 
perfect 


2 i 
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perfect Mediator, a merciful and faithful High vic 


Heb. ii. 17.; faithful to God, and mercifu} to man; 
true to both parties, between whom he ſtands | in the 


midſt of the throne, 
4. That the Lamb is in the midi X the throne, 


imports the beautiful order and equity of his adniniſtra- 


tion. As the government is upon his ſhoulders, fo it will 
be a juſt, rightzous, and equal government. * Echoid, 
* a King ſhall reign in righteouſneſs ;* even the man 
* that ſhall be a hiding- place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt,” Iſa. xxxii. 1, 2. With 


. righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove 


with equity, for the meek of the earth. Righteoul- 


* neſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulneſs 


* the girdle of his reins,” Ifa. xi. 4, 5. His admini- 


ſtration ſhall be ſo righteous and equal, that none ſhall 


have occaſion to complain that he hath gone too far, 


either to the right-hand or to the left-hand of the 
throne : no; he will for ever keep the midſt of the 
_ throne; and his government, like his covenant, will 


de well. ordered in all things. 
5. That the Lamb is in the midſt of the chrone, 
imports the acceſſibleneſs of the throne of God on eve- 


ry hand. The Lamb is upon the throne of God, and 


therefore there js acceſs to the throne ;- for, the Lamb 


being there, clothed with his veſture dipped i in blood, 


we may come boldly to the throne of grace, and have 


Boldnefs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, 


Heb. iv. 16. and x. 19. If the Lamb were nat there, 
ſuch guilty ſingers durſt not be ſo bold as to look a 
juſt and holy God in the face, or approach to his 
throne : but, O good news! The Lamb being our 
| forerunner, we may boldly go as far forward, as the 
blood of the Lamb hath run in like a river before us ; 
and that is to the very heart and centre of the throne 


of God, Yea, not only is the Lamb upon the throne, 
. Which ſpeaks acceſs thither ; but he is in the mie of 
the throne, which ſpeaks acceſs on every hand, and 
ane every {ide of the throne. If he were ouy placed | 


at 
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16 The Lamb in the Miaſt of the Throne. = 
at the one ſide of the throne, it might be thought there 
would be no acceſs at the other. fide ; but being in the 
midſt of the throne, he is ready to welcome all comers 

from all quarters, ſaying, #hoforver will, let him come, 

from eaſt, weſt, north, or ſouth; let him come on this 
ſide, or that ſide, or directiy debe the throne; yea, 
let any poor creature, who thinks ſhame to be leen, 
come creeping, as it were, behind the throne, like the 
woman with the bloody iſſue, who came behind him, 
ſaying, JI may but touch his garment, I Hall be whole; O 
to get in if it were behind the throne this day; to get 
a touch of the royal robes of the Lamb which is in 
the midſt of the throne! Welcome ſinner, there is ac- 


ceſs on every hand of the throne, for the Lamb is in the 


midſt of it. The Lamb of God, which lies in the midſt 


of his Fa her's boſom, he ſits in the midſt of his Fa- 


ther's throne, to welcome and receive all comers, ſay- 
ing, Him that cometh, 1 will i in no ways caft out. 


6. That the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne im- 


axles that the Lamb is the centre of all the glory that 
urrounds end encompaſſes the throne of God, or the 
throne of grace.----He is the centre of divine fulnefs, 


and of all the glorious perfections of God; for, in him 
dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bo ily, Col. ii. 9. 
Every attribute of God ſhines gloriouſly in the face 


of Jeſus Chriſt.---He is the centre of all divine truth ; 

and we cannot know auy precious goſpel truths, or 
mylteries, in a faving and ſatisfying manner, unleſs we 
know the truth as it is in Jeſus, Eph. iv. 21.-- He is 
the centre of all divine promiſes, being the centre of 
the covenant of grace, in whom ic ſtands faſt, and in 
whom all the promiſes are, yea and amen, to the glory 
of God, 2 Cor. i. 20. -He is the centre ot all divine 
bleſſings ; for, God bleſſes us with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
Jigs 1 in heavenly places, only in Chriſt, Eph. i. 3... 


le is the centre of all divine grace; for, it is out of his 


Fulne/s that we receive, and grace for grace, John 1. 16. 
He is the centre of all divine comfort; tor, he is the 


conſoiation of {ſrael, and he is anointed with the on 
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1 of jey and gladneſs above his fellows, Pſal. xlv. 7. 
that he may anoint with the fame oil, and bring his 
people to fellowihip with him in the ſame Spirit of joy 
: aud conſolation, according to their meaſure. . He is 
EZ; the centre of all ſaving offices; being, as a'Pkopuar, 
the ws/dam of Cod, for our illumination; as a PRIEST, 
\ | the righteouſneſs of Cod, far our. pnſtification 3 and, as a 
EIN, the power of God, for our ſanctifiratian. . Hes 
the centre of all ſweet rzlations ; the Saviour, the 
_ Surety, the head, the hutband, the all and in all of his 
people; their light, and hfe, and ftrength, and righ- 
feerſneſ5, and rock, and refuge, and portim.e---Heis 
the centricel place: where God and man may meet to- 
gether ; for, te d wells between the cherubims, on the 
mercy-ſeat, and over theſe; There will I meet wit) 
thee, Exod. xxv. 22 There will I commune with thee, © 
And no communion with God can we have but in him, 
who is the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, and mid - 
die perſon between God ard ns. In 2 word, being in 
the centre of the throne, be is the centre of a things: 
* he is the centre of all the /ins of the redeemed, for 
} their expiation; for, the Lord hath laid on him,“ 
| for, made ti MEET. IN him, ] * the iniquity of us all,” 
| TIfa. liti. 6.—And the centre of all their vice, for © 
their acceptation ; for, we are accepted in the Beloved, 
Eph. i. 6 And thus he is ſomeway the centre of all 
_ thiogs ; for, as all things are in his hands, fo allgthings 
in heaven and carth are ſaid to meet in him, Eph. i. 10. 
Col. i. 20. And therefore, the Lamb, who is in the 
midſt and centre of the throne, onght to be the centre 
of our hearts and affitions, the centre of our love 
and delight. Thus, among other things, he is the 
_cen're of all our provſian. Which leads to, 3 
V. The thing propoſed, which was, to view 
the benefit cf freding that ifſues from the Lamb's be- 
ing in the midſt of the throne; He Shall reed tbem. 
Whatever other paſtora! care, rule, or government this 
word imports ; yet I hail, becauſe this is a fealt-day, 
conſider that part of his paſtor al care that is here ex- 
pre} 
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Tir Lamb in the Mich of the Throne. 
preſt by the word FEED: The Lamb that is in the 


< midſt of the throne ſhall feed them.“ If I were to 
inlarge upon this ſubject, 'I might tell you how the 
Lamb feeds bis church and people, with the manife/- 


tations of his glory, with the intimations of his love, 


with the communications of his grace, and with the con- 
 folations of his Spirit: but I confine myſelf to the che- 


trine of the Lamb being in the midſt of the throne; 


and therefore 1 ſhall ſpeak to this Feeding only as it 


relates to that dacirine. The Lamb that is in the midſt 
of the throne is the food; the Lamb that is in the 
midſt of the throne is the feeder; and the Lamb's 


being in the midſt of the throne makes the feeding of | 


thoſe that are the followers of the Lamb, to have the 


following qualities. All our ſacramental food and 
proviſiop, this day, muſt come from the throne of God, 


and of the Lamb. Therefore, 152 


- I; It muſt be kindly food and proviſion that comes: 
from that throne, ſince the Lamb is in the midſt of 
it. The. meek Lamb, the loving Lamb, that feeds 


© his flock like a ſhepherd, gathers the lambs with his 
* 2rms, carries them in his boſom, and gently leads 
* thoſe that are with young,” La. xl. 11. He makes 


. © them to ly down in green paſtures,” Pſal. xxiii. 2. 
He makes them to go out and in and find paſture, John 

X. 9. It is ſweet, and eaſy, and kindly feeding, that 
iſſues from the Lamb in the midſt of the throne. And 


„ VVV 
2. It muſt be powerful feeding thit comes from 


thence; it is from the throne of power: and, indeed, 


you will nat feed to advantage this day, unleſs power 


come from the throne to make you take your food. 


It is the work of the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, 


to feed by the efficacy of his grace: all the means and 


miniſters in the world cannot make a foul open its 


mouth or heart for this food, till power come from 
the throne ; and yet, when it cometh, it comes fo 
ſweetly and kindly, that there is nothing like force 


Ir violence. The man is made as frank and free, in 


— 


2 
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the going out after Chriſt, to be the food of his pe - 
riſhing ſoul, as if there were no power at all put forth - 


in the caſe, Power makes him eat and feed heartily; 
Thuy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power; 
Pſal. cx. 3 | | . 


"2; Ik muſt be ſparitual feeding that comes from the 


Lamb in the midit of the throne ; for his throne, his 
kingdom, is a ſpiritual kingdom, it is not of this 1 
The fleſh profits nuthing; his words are ſpirit and life. 


Food for the ſoul muſt be ſpiritual food : © The 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righ- | 
| © teouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” 


Rom. xiv, 17. 


4. It muſt be plentiful proviſion and feeding that 


comes from the Lamb in the midſt of the throne ; for 


it is a rich throne, and al! fulneſs is there. There is 
plenty of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanQification, and 
. 2 redemption ; abundance of all forts. Here is wydwm 
= enough, for the moſt ignorant; rightecuſneſs enough. 
for the moſt guilty ; anct᷑ificat ion enough, for the moſt 
filthy; redemption enough, for the molt ruined ; com- 
Fort enough, for the moſt ſorrowful; frength enough, 
for the weakeſt; * They ſhall be abundaatly fatisfied 
Vith the fatneſs of thy houſe,” Pſal. xxxvi. 8. O the 
plenty that is about the throne ! Plenty of divine per- 
fections to feed upon, when viewed in Chriſt. Indeed, 
the mildeſt attributes of God, out of Chriſt, will be a 


terrible ſight; but the moſt terrible attributes of God, 
in Chriſt, are a pleaſant feaſt; even ſuſtice, holineſs, 


and truth. Here is plenty of promiſes to feed upon, 


while the performance is delayed. Every thiog iu 


Chriſt is a feaſt ; his names, and natyres, offices, life, 
death, reſui rection, aſcenſion, interceſſion ; his merit, 
| his Spirit, his word, his fleſh, his blood, and his vic- 0 
tory. 15 8 


DE It muſt be ſuitable food that comes from this 


quarter ; for, the Lamb, being in the midſt of the 
He can- 
not poſſibly fail and miſcarry, by giving 100 much, or 


throne, will diſtribute equally and ſuicably. 
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The Limb in the Midf of the Throne: 


= * being ia the middle of the throne. and the 

middle perſon between God and man, to communicate 
what is ſuitable for God to give, and ſuitable for man 
to have, no more and no leſs does he communicate, 
becauſe he is the Lamb in the midſt of the throne. 


And, indeed, as a key is ſuited to a lock, ſo is Chriſt's | 
kolneſs to our wants. We are diſeaſed, he is a Pp . 
dcian; we are loft, he is a Saviour; we are debters, he 


is a ſurety; We are dead, he is life ; we are blind, he is | 
eye-ſalve ; We arc 1iaked, he is clothing ; ; we are frou- R 


bled, he is reſt ; are we bewildred; he i is a guide: are 


we in danger? he is a guard: are ue benighted: he is 
a ſun : are we affaulted ? he is a ſhicld,— Who in hea- 


veu or earth can thus ſupply our wants, heal our 


wounds, bzarour burdens, ſweeten our afflictions, ſab- | 
due our enemies, as Chriſt? O ſuitable feeding to the |: 
ſoul is here in all caſes! 


6. It muſt be.jzy/ul feeding and proviſion that 8 i 


from the Lamb in the midſt of the throne ; for, the 


throne is a place of joy and triumph. Here muſt be 
the choiceſt cheer, amidſt the choiceſt company; God, 
and Chriſt, and angels, and ſaints. There is as much 


ſweetneſs in Chriſt, as there is fulueſs and ſuitableneſs: 


2 is the fountain of ſweetneſs; his mouth is moſt 
ſweet, his preſence is moſt ſweet, his fruits are moſt |} 


ſweet ; I ſat dun under his ſhadow with great delight, 


ſays the church, and his fruit was fweet to my taſte, 
Song ii. 3. He re are the ſweet rivers of living waters, 


that drive away all death and ſorrow, as it follows 
here in the text. 5 


It mult be free proviſion and tin that comes 
from the Lamb is the midſt of the throne. There is 


nothing to pay about a throne; this would be a dit- 


grace and d ſparagement to the prince thai poſſeſſes 
ths throne; fo here, all is to be had freely. The fineſt 
feaſt is always, the freeſt, Iſa Iv. 1. The legalifts, that 
cannot feed upon Chriſt and his righteouſneſs freely, 


; bar only on theiz own works and duties, they feed 


5 7 


The Lamb in the Midſt of the Throne. 2 


upon. aſdes : che legal preacher, that cannot offer Chriſt 
freely, is like the unnatural fathers, that, when their 


children ask bread, give them a tone; when they ask 


a fiſb, give them a ſcorpiah, What is our beſt perform- 
ances but ſcorpions, ſerpents, ſtones, yea, poiſon to 
them that make them their ſonl· food? Nothing can feed 
the ſoul but Chriſt. Rahſhaketh threatned to make all the 
people on the wall ſo eat their un dung, 2 Kings xviii 26. 

the legal preacher accompliſhes this threatning, in a (pi- 
ritualſenſe ; our beſt works are but dung; I wil! /pread 
the dung of ycur ſacrifices on your faces, even the dung 
of -your ſalemn Jeafts. But, O Sirs, hee the fine ſt and 
ſweeteſt feaſt is the freeſt; from the throne of g ace 
proceed all bleihogs freely. 


8. It muſt be durable proviſion and feeding that 
comes from the Lamb in the mid{t of the throne : for 
he ever lives upon the throne, and his throne is for e._ 
ver and ever; and therefore everlaſting food comes 


from thence, and food that nourithes to everlaſting. 
life : I am the. living bread that came down from heaven, 
ſays Chriſt ; if any man eat of this bread, be hall live 
for ever, John vi. 51, Here is proviſion for eternity, 


Labour not fer the meat that periſheth, ſays Chriſt; but 
| for that meat that endures LL everlaſting life, avhich the 


Son of man ſhall give unts you, John vi. 27, What a 
fool was he, that filled his barns, and then ſaid, S-ul, 


take thy reſt, thau haßt prods laid up for many years! © 
while God ſaid to him, Thou fool, this night thy foul 


ſhall be required of thee. But, O what wiſdom were it 


to lay up for eterniiy this day, that death may not 


be able to rob you of gm ſtore, but that ye may have 
it all before your hand ! The Lamb that is in the midſt 
of the throne lives hr ever there to feel; He lives for 


ever ta mike intereſiin; 16 lives for ever to make pro- 


viſion: they have everlaſting food, who have the 


La nb that is in the mil+i of the throne to feed them. 


— has you fee what fort of feæding ie to be had un- 
der the throne of the Lamb, and who it is that muſt 


cover our table this day, even the Lamb in the midſt 
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22 ' The Lamb in the Midſ of the Throne. 
of the throne ; he hath mounted the throne, to be 2 
feeder, and to let down bleſſings to the footſtool. | 

VI. The laſt thing propoſed was the application. Is 
it ſo, that our Lord Jeſus is the Lamb in the midſt of 
"bf the throne? Hence we may infer theſe following par- 

i ticulars, 

Ii. Surely we need not be aſtamed of a crucified: 

|! _ Chriſt, nor out Chriſtian paſſover this day, the Lamb 

[it that was ſacrificed for us. Since now the Lamb is 

4 upon the throne, and in the midſt of the throne, the 

Vl ſhame and reproach. of the croſs is wiped away, with 

the glory and ſplendor of the throne. We need not 

de aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt, who is now in the 

midſt of the throne, . Let none deſpiſe thoſe that e- 
- ſpouſe the.cauſe and intereſt of the Lamb, whatever 
hardſhips they may be brought under before courts, 
councils, and judicatories on earth : they need not be 
aihamed to go forth unto him, without the camp, bear- 
ind his reproach. The great apoſtle Paul ſays, Cod for- 
bid I ſhould ghry, fave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. O believer, it is our greateſt glory to be bearing 
his croſs, who i> now wearing the crown; to be fol- 
| lowers of the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne, 
2 Hence we may learn, that the church of God is 
SAFE, ſince the Lamb that is their head is in the midſt 
of the throne. + Believers in Chriſt are happy and 
ſafe; their head and husband, their Lord and King, 
is upon the throne: the militant church, the fighting 
remnant, are in no great danger while he hath the go- 
vernment. Perhaps there are ſome here, like Eli, 
whoſe hearts are trembling for the ark of God, and the 
work of God at this day, when ſo many axes and ham 
mers are lifted up againſt the carved work of the doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline and government of God's 
houſe : but let this be matter of joy to their hearts, 
© that the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne; and 
therefore, as he rules in Jacob to the end of the earth, 
and over-rules all damage done to his houſe, fo he 
will "make it appear in the rr that e to 


Lend , 


his 


. 
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2 word, Upon all the glory there ſball be a defence, 
Iſa. vi 5. 


Zaly, Hence we may learn, chat the enemies of 
_ Chriſt may have a quaking heart, ſince the Lamb, whom 


they deſpiſe, is in the midſt of the throne. His Father, 


that ſet him on the throne, hath ſaid, Pal. IXxxix. 23. 
I will beat down his toes before his face, and plague 
* them that hate him. The heathen rage, and the 

people imagine a vain thing; the kings of the earih 
« ſet themſelves, and the rulers take counſel againſt 
the Lord and his anointed, ſaying, Let us break their 
bands, and caſt their cords from us. But he that 
«* ſits in heaven ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall have them 
iin deriſion: having ſet his king upon his holy hill in 
Zion, he will © break them in pieces with a rod of 
* iron, and ſhall daſh them in pieces like a potter's 
© veſſel,” Pfal: ii. 1,-- 9. The Lord reigns, let the 


people tremble ; He dwells between the cherubims, 


 # [et the earth be moved,” Pſal. xcix. i. The Lamb 


being in the midſt of the throve, is matter of terror g 
to the enemies of his glory; for he ſits upon the 


throne of power, and the Lamb will be a lion to tear 
them to pieces. 
4. Hence we may learn, there is a ſure feundation 
hid for the faith and hope of /e and juſtification by 
the blood of the Lamb. Since the Lamb is in the midft 


of the throne, the throne of grace is the door of hope; 


and that our hearts may be raiſed and lifted up to a 
lively hope, the Lamb that was ſlain is raiſed and lift- 


ed up to the throne. Did he riſe again for our juſti- 


fication ? and does his reſurrection ſeal upon our con- 
ſciences the ſufficiency of his death, and the accepta- 
bleneſs of his righteouſneſs unto God? Much more 
may our faith and hope be confirmed herein, that he 
is exalted to the midit of the throne; for his Father 


$ Had never put ſo much honour upon him, had he not 


been in finitely well-pleaſed and ſatisfied with his ob 
dience unto the death. We may now read the drea 
that Jacob had : ai Bethel, Gen. XXViii, 12. Bekold, a 
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| ladder ſet upon the earth, and the typ of it reached t 

bueaven: the ladder is the Lamb; the foot of the lad- 
der was fixt in the midfl of the earth when- he was 
here in a humbled eſtate ; and now the top of the, lad 
der is fixed in the midſt of the throne; all the rounds 
ol it are compleated, that we may aſcend by this way 


from earth to heaven. 
5. Hence we lay learn, what good reaſon thete i is 


for having a high ofteem of Chriſt, ſince God hath fo 
| highly exalted him, to the very midſt of the throne, 


O believer, ſhould not Chriſt be very high in our va- 


 lvation, when God hath ſet himfo high! No wonder 
'then that it is ſaid, any man love not, nor eſteem 


our Lord Jeſus Chrift, let him be Ax THEMA MaRan- 
ATHA ; that is, accurſed until our Lord come, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 22. Wo will be to them that will rot put honour 


upon him, whom God the Father put ſo much honour 


upon, and that as our Redeemer and kinſman ! 
- 6. Heace learn, that the throne of God needs not 

be terrible unto vs, ſince the Lamb, the meek Lamb. 
is in the midſt of the throne ; ſinners need not fear to 
go to the throne of God as long as the Lamb is there. 

If unbelief look toward the throne, it views it only as 
it is the throne of Cod, and fo fills the ſoul with ſlavich 
fear, and frightful apprchenſions: but true faith views 
it as the throne of God and of the Lamb ; and the view 
of the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, raiſes ſome 
joy, hope, and pleaſure in the mid{t of the heart, 


Why, there is meekneſs, as well as m:je(ty ; grace, 


as well as grandeur, about che throne, becauſe the 


Lamb is there. 7 


7. Hence we may learn who t —_ there is to ex. | 
pect the great God to be preſent i in the midſe of us this 


day, becauſe the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne, 
We would have no ground to expect that God would 


be with us on the footſtool, if Chriſt were not with 
God upon the throne. Chr [t promiſed, upon his af 
cending to the throne, that he woul i be with his peo- 


ple, Rang, Lo, am with os abways, Mar. xxvili. 20. 


< He 


John xvi. 3. Therefore, | 
the midſt of us this day, it is becauſe he is in the midſt 


He promiſed, when be went up to the throne, he would 
ſend down his. Spitit, I I ga away, I will fond him, 
| it he be, by his Spirit, in 


of the throne. It is eaſy for him to be both ſitting 
ghriouſly in the midſt of the throne, and at the ſame 


time walling graciouſly in the midſt of the gokden can- 
dueſticks, Rev. li. 1. He is both the bleſt 2756, the word 


Cad; and the bleſt IMMANUEL, God with us. 
Ne fen, are {aid to be before the throne. The 
Spirit of God is one, but his gifts, operations, and in- 
fluences are various: and the Lamb, that is in the 
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midſt of the throne, hath the Spirit to give ; and, har- 


ing faid that he will ſend him, O let us look to the 
throne, and thence expect the Spirit, according ta his 


ww... OT. 3 
8. Hence we may learn what is the mark of a un- 


* thy communicaut, namely, if he he a true believer of 
* this doctrine, that the Lamb is in the midſt of the 


- 


throne. Let a man examine himſelf upon this, and /o 
let him eat. I ask not if you ſay you believe, or think 
you believe; but I call and injoin you, try if you truly 
believe that the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne. 
For helping you to this ſearch, you may conſider two 


tbings, namely, what view you have of this truth, and 


what virtue you find init, - RE 
([.) What view have you of this truth? If you 
truly believe it, then you view it with aþprobation. Is 
your heart ſatisfied that the Lamb is iu the midſt of 
the throne ? Do you cordially approve of the Father's 
ſetting him ſo high ? Did it ever fill your heart with 
joy and ſatisfaction, and with ſome ſecret pleaſure and 
exultation, that God hath pur ſuch honour upon je- 
ſus? And have you thus received this truth in the 
loye of it, and in the ſweetneſs of it? O did ever your 


heart leap as it were within you to think that the throne 


of God is alſo the throne of the Lamb, and ſo a throne 
open tv you to come boldly unto by the blood of the 
L. mb, that encircles the throne like a rainbow? How 


D CY does 
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does your heart ſtand affected to this truth? With the + 
| heart man believes unto righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 10. 
* (2.) What virtue have you found in this truth for 
leading you to enthrone Chriſt, as the Father hath 
done? As the Father hath ſet the Lamb in the midſt 
of the throne of glory ; ſo have you ſet him in the 
midit of the throne of your heart ? Is he, that is in 
the midſt of the throne of God, in the midſt of the 
throne with yon? Surely, ts them that believe he is 
precious, [or, an Hhongur, ] as the word may be read, 
I Pet. ii. 7. And they put this honour upon him, e- 
ven to ſet him in the midſt of the throne. O my dear 
friends, let me tell you, that by this you may try and 
examine yourſelf, and pruve your ownſelf, whether Chriſt 
be in you: it he be in you at all, he will be in the midſt 
of the throne. You are not fit for a communion-ta- 
ble, and at your peril be it if you go, and yet fome o- 
ther thing than Chriſt have the throne of your heart: 
I ei, bein the midſt of the throne, if your Its be in 
the midlt of the throne, Chriſt is not in you. It is true, 
the heart of the believer, while here, is not quite free 
of ſin, and felf, and the world: they may fight for the 


throne, and many times they may ſeem to win the | 


throne of their heart: but, ſure I am they never got 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne of their heart. The 
believer is free from peace with ſin, though he is ne. 
ver free from war with fin in this world: his league 
wich it is broken, he can never conſen: to its rule and 
government any more; and hence, whenever ſin u- 
ſurps the throne, like Adonijah, then the believer enters 
his proteſt againſt it before the King ot kings, ſaying, 
Lord, haft thou not f1id, that Solomon ſhall reign ? Haſt 
thou not promiſed, that grace /ball reign, and that 
fin ſhall not have the dominion ? O down, down with 
this uſurper ; and let Chriſt have his own proper room 
and place, which is the midſt of the throne. Hath vir- 
tue come from the throne of the Lamb to enable you 
to enthrone Chriſt in the mid!t of your heart? Hath - 
he the throre of your eſteem, ihe throne of your de. 


light, 
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light, the throne of your affection ? Felt you'ever any 
virtue coming down from the throne Chriſt, to de- 
throne ſin, and to draw your heart up to the throne. 
of God? Did you ever find ſo much grace deſcending 
from the throne, as to make your hearts aſcend to the 
throne ? And, is it the view of the Lamb's being there, 
that fires your heart, and makes it flame upward t 
the very midſt of the throne where he is? Again, 

Laftly, Hence we may learn the duty of ſinners that 


| hear this doctrine of the Lamb's being in the midſt of. 


the throne. I think it is your duty, yea, ſure I am it 
is your duty, to come and /ee the Lamb in the midſt of 
the throne, to come and match with the Lamb, and 
then to come to the marriage /upper of the Lamb. 
(I.) It is your duty to come and /ee this great ſight, 
the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne. If the 


* queſtion be, Where is the Lamb ? The anſwer is, In: the | 
midſt of the throne. But, if the queſtion again be, 


Where is the throne, that we may ſee it, and the Lamb 
in the midſt of it? We anſwer, God's throne of glory 


| is properly in heaven; but his throne of grace is really 


on earth. as well as in heaven; it is erected In the 


church, and in this goſpel diſpenſation ; declaring that 


God is in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf. A God 
in Chriſt is a throne of grace every where, and a g/c- 


rious throne every where is the place of our ſanctuary; 


Jer. xvii 12. Hence, when the apoſile ſays, Let us 
cane boldly to the throne, he does not mean locally elimb · 
lng up to heaven, but behevingly approaching to God 
in Chriſt, as held forth in the goſpel of bis grace. 
Why then, as Chriſt is in the midſt of the throne, ſo 
the throne is in the midſt of this houſe. 

QuesT. What will we /ee, if we come and ſee the 
Lamb in the midſt of the throne'? 5 

ANs w. You will {ee the throne of God is. patent to 
ſinners, becauſe the Lamb is there; and that there is 
acceſs with boldneſs from all quarters, at every fide of 


the throne, becauſe the Lamb is in the midſt of it. 
The blood of the Lamb encircles the throne, and 


2 
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ſprinkles the mercy ſeat ; and therefore, guilty ſinners 


velted of all their dread and terror, and appearing a- 
miable. Infinite holineſs and infinite juſtice are aw- 
ful attributes, and both are upon the throne of God, 


_ tified, juſtice is fatisfied, every attribute is glorified; 


becauſe the Lamb is in the midſt of them. The mild- 


Pere not in the midſt of them; but the moſt terrible 


name Jan, and makes the clouds his charicts, as he ſits 
in the midſt of his throne ; ſo he fits in the midſt of 
the cloudy and dark diipenſations of our day, to. or- 
der and over- rule. Hack clouds are over the church 


_ of theſe diſpenſations, you will fee that the govern- 
terrible to his enemies, yet merciful to all the follow- 


- when vou ſee the Lamb in the midſt of the throne. 


| mercy, becauſe the Lamb is there; the throne of in- 


* 


may come, through this guilt-expiating blood. Here 
you will ſee the moſt dreadful attributes of God di- 


but the Lamb is in the midſt of them: holineſs is gra- 


Mercy and truth meet together, righteouſneſs. and 
peace kiſs each other,” and all harmomiouſly conſpire, 


eſt attributes would be dreadful to finners, if the Lamb 


attributes are amiable and lovely, when you ſee the 
Lamb in the midit of them. LY 
Here you will ſee the moſt terrible diſpenſations of 
God fmiling in your face, when you fee the Lamb in 
the midſt of them; for, though clouds and darkneſs art 
round about him, yet righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne. He that rides in heaven by his 


of Scotland, and the government, as it is in the hands 
of men, is all in diſorder and confuſion, and turning 
upſide-down; but, if you ſee the Lamb in the midſt 


ment is upon his ſhoulders; and that not only juftice and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne, but that juſ- 
tice and judgment fit with mercy und grace; and that 
God hath ſer ſome glorious deſign on foot, however 


/  ETTIEEE 
In a word, here you will ſee all the glory of Cod, 


© the throne of glory is a throne of grace, becauſe the 
Lamb is there; the throne of jattice is a throne of 


finite 
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"Y finlte holineſs is acceſſible by guilty ſingers, berauſe 
Jete the Lamb is there. O come and fee. + 
di- „ (2.) It is your duty to come and match with the 


g a- Lab. O ſinner, who hath been married to the Devil 


Aw- hitherto, married. to your luits, married to the world; 

30d, O man, woman, whether old or young, will you come 
gra-. and be the bride, the Lamb's wife? as the word is, Rev. 
ed; nix. 7. Let none dare to go to the marriage · ſup per of 
and the Lamb, to the communion- table, until once they 
dire, bave given their heart and hand to the Son of God, 
jild- # and joined in marriage with the Lamb; and, O may _ 
«mb this be a marr iape-day. It is a great part of our work 
ble to court a bride for the Lamb, and then to lead her 
the to the table; and, O may drawing power come from 

the throne, to draw out many hearts after him! O fin. 

s ner, the Son of God, the Lamb of God, is come to 

b in court your heart, ſaying, My Jon, give me thy heart; 

are | and he is come to offer himſelf to thee, man; to thee, 
e woman, ſaying, * Behold me, behold me; come to me, 
hit * that you may have life.“ What for a match would 
ſits 2 you have ? Would you be well mand and happy 
ſt of i a huſband to all eternity? 
or- 1. Are you for an hamourable match, 2 royal match? 
ch O here is the King of kings; the Lamb in the midft of 
nds the throne ; the head of ail $rincipalitie and powers, 
ning | 2. Are you for a rich and oppulent match? Here is 
nidiſt the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, in whom are. 
ern- hid unfearchable riches, and all the fulneſs of the Godhead; 
and everlaſting treaſures of grace and plory, 

juſ- | . 3: Are you for a bountiful match? O there is none 
that # like the Lamb in the midſt of the throne for a generous 
ever ſpirit, willing and ready to lay but all his riches, that 
ow- out of his /ulneſs ye may receive, and grace for grace. 


4. Are you for a beautiful match? Behold the Lamb | 
in = midſt of the throne, the King in his beauty; he 


is white and ruddy, and altcoether lovely: no wonder, 
for he is the brigbeneſ 5 of. the Father $ gbry; all the glory 
of God ſhines in his face. Some of God's glo'y 6 in the 
Nik Way Gen; the ſun, moon, and ſtars - ſome of 
. it 
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it in the work of providence: but all the glory of God 
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Is here, He is the temple of God, and there doth beauty 
ſhine, Pſal. xcvi. 6. . 

5. Are you for a loving, as wells as 2 lovely ate! 2 : 
Behold, the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne is 
a mirror of love, without all dimenſion: *O the | 
height and depth, the length and breadth of his love!” 
He loved and prayed for his enemies that murdered 
him ; and how then mult he love his friends that will 


| match with him? Again, 


6. Are you for a beloved match, who is valued and 
eſteemed of all whoſe love and eſtezm is worth the 
regarding? O !-the Lamb in the midſt of the throne is 
beloved of all the holy angels, they admire and adore 
him; he is belovetd of all the ſaints in heaven and earth, 


they ſay, This is our Beloved; he is beloved of God the 


Father, who ſays, © This is my beloved Son, in whom 
« 1 am well- pleaſed: he is hated of none but the De- 
vil, and his wicked crew. x 

7. lu a word, are you for an immortal Sd ? Well, 
here is the Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne, he 


lives for ever and ever :** I am he that was dead, and 
am alive, and behold, I live for evermore. The beſt 


friends here in this world are mortal, - and may leave - 
you in a moment; but the Lamb is the King eternal 
and immortal: he lives for ever, and he can make you 


live for ever. O mortal worms. whoſe bodies will be 


laid in the duſt in a few days or hours, and who have 
nothing but a thin wall of fleh between you and eter- 
nity ; are ye for a match that can abundant]y jointure 
you for another world, and portion you for eternity ? 
Is this a deſpicable bargain ? Are your luſts and idols, 


and periſhing vanities of a world, a better bargain ? 


Nay, you dare not fay it for your life. This very of- 


fer of Chriſt, accept or reject i it as you will, is worth 
ten thouſand worlds. 


8. Are you for a match that can pay all your debt 
to law and juſtice, that can ſupply all your wants, that 


can heal all your diſeaſes, that can bear all your bur- 


dens, 
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| dens, ſanctify all your croſſes, ſweeten all your afflic. 


tions, ſubdue all your enemies, 'manage all your con- 


cerns, and make you happy far ever? Then come and 


match with the Lamb that is in the midſt of the 
throne : a greater offer cannot be made to you than 
this moſt glorious King, upon the moſt glorious 
throne, O great propoſal # Wonder, men, and angels, 
at this goſpel-offer ! Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens and 
earth ! If ſuch a matchleſs match be offered and re- 
jected, all the angels and ſaints that are about his throne 
will cry, Shame upon you for ever, that reject and 
refuſe ſuch a bargain; and we muſt ſay, AMEN; e- 
verlaſting ſhame muſt be upon you. What was the 
Gadarenes blaſphemy, but their preferring their ſwine 
to our Lord Jefus Chriſt, when he was upon the earth, 
and not yet upon the throne ? But greater is your 
blaſphemy, O ſinner, if you prefer your ſwiniſh luſts 
to our glorious Lord, now exalted to the throne. 


What! Prefer the ſwine, that are in the midſt of the 


dunghill, to the Lamb in the midſt of the throne 1 O 
baſe, bruitiſh, mad, and deviliſh blaſphemy ! 
I hope, by this time there are none hearing me, but 
are ſo ſelf· convicted, that they ſee they muſt condemm 
themſelves if they reject ſuch an offer as is made ts 
them ; and therefore, I take witneſs npon it, that when 
the Lamb, that is now in the midſt of the throne of 
grace, will be the Lamb in the midſt of the throne of 


judgment at the laſt day, ye muſt own that the ſen- 


rence of condemnation, that fhall be then paſt againſt 
you, will be juſt and righteous, if you ſtand to your 
refuſal : therefore, though this ſhould be a rejected 
offer to-tay,. yet it ſhall redound to the honour of the 

Lamb at the great day, inſomuch that the condemna- 
tion of you will be the juſtification of him; your own 


couſciences witneſs, that he will be juſt when he ſpeaks, 


and clear when he judges, and adjudges you to hell and 
dimnation, becaule of your neglecting the great ſalva- 


tion, and rejecting the offer of the great Saviour, the 


Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne, By way of 
Fog | antici- 


SS 
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anticipation, the tribunal is now ereRed before-hand 


in your boſom, where God's deputy, conſcience, fits 
as the judge; and here the Lamb is aſſolzied as free 


of your blood, and the ſentence comes forth that your 


blood is upon your own head, Well, 1 hope your 


judgment is perſuaded of this, that ſuch an offer is 


made to you, as is worthy of all acceptation: but, O 
Sirs, ſince the judgment may be informed and gained, 


| while yet the heart is not engaged; therefore, though 
„faith come by hearing what a worthy Lamb is offered 


to you, yet bare hearing will not do without the heart 
drawing power of the Spirit which is befare the 


throne: and therefore, this being the pure cryſtal ri- 
ver, that proceeds out of the throne of Ged and of the | 
Lamb, Rev, xxii.-32. that this river of the drawing 
influences of the Spirit may run down among you, I 


will put the beſt rope in your hand that I know for 
bringing down this bleſſing ; it is even the Lamb's 
own ſweet promiſe, John xii. 32. And I. if U be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. Where 
obſerve, 1. The per/orts concerned. 2. The promiſe. 


And, 3. The condition of it 


- [1.] The perſons concerned, all men. There is an 
all among ſinful men, that Chriſt the ſecond Adam 


| hath to draw to him; theſe were given of the Father 
to him, and they hall come, Johu vi. 37. Yea, theſe 


he muſt bring to him, John x. 16. He muſt draw them, 


and they ſhall hear his voice. But, left any ſhould 


hereupon ſay, perhaps I am not amoug the number of 


the ſecond Adam's all, that he is to draw ; perhaps 


I am excluded by the ſecret counſel, ar hidden decree 
of God from all eternity. Therefore, 1 tell you what 
may ſatisfy you fully upon this point, that the Lamb, 


that now is in the midſt of his Father's throne, was 


in the midſt of his Father's counſels fiom all eternity; 
the Lamb was at that council-tabie - therefore, let not 


the thoughts of the eternal decree be terrible and 
dreadful to you; for the Lamb was upon the concert, 
and therefore nothing paſt at that council to the pre- 


judice 
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judice of any poor ſinner, that would venture his foul 
upon the blood of the Lamb. It was concerted there | 
that the ground and object of faith ſhould be no hid» —__ 
den counſel, no paſt decree, but a preſent openly de- h 

chred trath ; namely, that the Lamb is in the midſt of 

the thrine; and that whi/vever will might come io him; and 
kim that comes, he will in no wiſe caſt out: and, there- 
fore, if you venture your life and ſalvation upon the 

Lainb that is at prefeut gpon the throne of grace, you 

have nothing either paſt or future to feng ; neither a- 

ny paſt decree, . or any future wrath : and now, 

by this free offer of Chrift to you all, God is accom- 

pliſhing his glorious decree, that you may be for ever 

happy upon your acceptance, or for ever inexcuſable 
JJ. 

_ f4.] The premiſs, which is, I will draw all men af- 
ter me. In caſe any ſhould fay, there is indeed a free 
offer, and a good bargain ; but I have a refuctant as 

well as a deceitful heart; I cannot embrace the offer, 
nor bring up my heart to cloſe with Chriſt, am make 

up the match. Why, here is the encouraging promiſe, 

I will draw ; that is, I will fend the Spirit to draw out 

your heart, to make it riſe and mount, like a flame, 

towards the throne, where the Lamb fits. But, if I 
do not find this drawing power, what encouragement 
have I to look for it? Why, obſerve, | 
[z.] The condition of this promiſe, FI be hfted up 
from the earth; not an uncertain condition, depending 
upon us: but a ſure condition, depending upon bim- 

ſelf: FI be lifted up, or, when I am liſted ußd. Now, 
the condition is performed; Chriſt was not only lifted 

up upon the croſs, but now he is lifted up to the 

throne. Now, Chriſt ſaid, John xvi. 8. If I go to 
© the Father, I will ſend the Spirit;' if I go to the 
throne, E will ſend down the Spirit in his drawing in- 
fluences, , And now, may you not plead, © Lord, the 
condition is perfofined, the time is come, thou art 
lift up, thou art upon the throne ; therefore let the 

. cryſtal river run down out of the throne of God, and 
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of the Lamb?” ls this the language of your heart and _- 
| ſoul? Lord, draw, draw; thou that art the Lamb in 
the midſt of the throne, draw my heart to thee, ac- 
cording to thy word. Is your heart burning or beat- 
ing, ſaying, © O I am the blackeſt, the vileſt ſinner 
_ that ever matched with ſuch a glorious one; but yet 
I find my heart beating and burning within me, ſay- 
ing, O to be drawn, O to have the Lamb that is in 
. the midſt of the throne to erect his throne in the midſt 
of my heart, and to rule there in the midſt of his ence | 
mies, and to be all in all to me, for, wiſdom, righteouſ- 
neſs, ſancti ification, and redemption, to me?” Why then, 
we may ſay, your heart is the throne, and the Lamb 
is in the midſt of the throne. And, if the drawing 
power of his Spirit hath made up the match between 
him and you, we are warranted to lead you next to 
the marriage-ſupper, where the Lamb that is in the. 
midſt of the throne 8 feed you. 3 3 


eee 


4 * at the Clo oſe of the ny on : the 
Monday. 


EP ORE you go, I ſhall conclude this ſolemn 
> work in two words, one directed to the enemies 
of the Lamb, and another to the lovers of the Lamb 
in the midſt of the throne. 
Firft, To you who are enemies to him: If the Lamb 
be in the midſt of the throne, then let ſinners ſtoop to 
him; O fink down at his feet, and be content to be 
ruled by him : if you be ruled by your luſts, and by 
your ſins, you put Chriſt out of his throne in effect, 
and put your luſts in his room. O ſinner, conſider 
how you croſs and contradict the great God by this 
means: he hath ſaid of Chriſt, Pſal. ii. 6. I have ſet 
my King upon my holy hill; I have ſet him in the midſt 
of the throne : and, are you ſaying to your luſts, Be - 
ye * over me ? Man, will you lire! in ſin, and ſin 
8 againſt 
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againſt him that is in the midſt of God's throne ?. If 
| a thief cut à purſe when the judge is upon the bench, 
and the fentence ready to pals againſt him, he is wor- 
thy to be hanged: Chriſt is on the bench, in the act 
of judgment; O mau, beware of ſinning againſt him: 
be afraid, O ye that are enemies to the Lamb, Enemies 
in your minds by wicked works ; It is hard for thre to 
kick againſt the pricks : can you harden yourſeif againſt 
| God, and proper ? Nay, you ſhall be ſo far trom proſ- 
pering in this way, that the Lamb in the midſt of the 
throne hath a rod of iron, to break and daſh you to 
pieces. Conſider this, ye that forget God. The Lamb 
will in a little while be a lion, to ear you fo pieces, 
when there ſhall be none to deliver. The Lamb is yet 
upon the throne of grace, inviting you ; but it may be 
this is the laſt invitation you ſhall have, till you ſee 
him upon a judgment ſeat ; and what ſhall be the ef- 
fect of theſe goſpel offers ye have enjoyed? Thele ſo- 
lema feaſts will not always laſt, and perhaps death will 
daſh you down to the duſt before another occaſion of 
this ſort. Can ye find in your heart to let Chriſt go, 
and this occaſion over, without getting. any good of 
him? Are you content that ſalvation hath come ſo 
near you, and you loſe it for ever? If not, O will ye 
take the firſt opportunity of retiring to ſome corner, 
and crying to the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, to 
come and draw you, and back thele precious means 
with his powerful bleſſing! He that is in the midſt of 
the throne hath been ſetting his throne in the midſt 


of Dunfermline, and ſaying, Behold, the tabernacle of 


God is with men! O let him not lift his tent till you be 
taken in 

Again, O crown him king whom God the Father 
hath crowned ! O might this be his coronation: day | 
A day of eſpouſals with the Lamb in his coronation- 
» day: Go farth, © daughters of Zion, and behold king 
" Sakai with the crown wherewith his mother crowned 
him in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the day of the glad. 
neſs of Vis heart, Song iii 11, Happy day, if you Sold 
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go away, ſaying, Such a day, at the communion of 
Dunfermline, Chriſt was crowned King; I beheld 


King Jeſus with the crown wherewith his Father 


crowned him, and ſaw that the Father ſet him in the 
midſt of the throne, and I helped to put the crown up- 


on his head ; for, through grace, I ſet him in 'the 


midſt of the throne of my heart, and crowned him 
- King there: I found in my heart to dethrone ſin, and 
- enthrone Chriſt, O is Chriſt crowned King here! 


Hath no virtue come from the throne to draw my 


heart, as the adamant draws the iron? The clucking 


bf the hen makes the chickens to run :-goſpel-preach- 


ing is the voice of the Lord Jefus ; and much * this 


you have had theſe days bygone. O have you run 


under his wings? See what Chriſt ſays to Jeruſalem, - 


Matth. xxiii. 37, 38. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how 
* oft would I have gathered thy children together, even 
© as a hen gathereth her Thickens under her wings, 


* and ye would not! Behold, your houſe is left unto 


© you deſolate.” May we hope that God will not yet 
leave Scotland deſolate, but that Chriſt will be crown- 
ed King in the church of Scotland ? though he be 


_ robbed of his royalties, and notwithſtanding of all un- 
_ - warrantable acts that tend to the hurt of his govern- 


ment, he is in the midſt of the thione. 


 _ 2dly, To you that are the pers of the Lamb. I 
offer firſt a word of comfort, and then a word of ad- 


ne! 
[1.] A word of comfort. 3 though the 3 
ſpould be removed, and the mountains be caft into the 


midſt of the ſea ; though external governments ſhould 
” diſſolved and overturned, yet, while the Lamb 533 


al the lovers of the Lamb. What though ye ſhould 
to tue teſtimony of Chriſt, and endeavouring to keep 
bu ached e per ſecuted, yet {f II there is a river, 


there 


DB... 


— 


on tue throne, all ſhall be ruled to advantage unto 
ſce\minilters of Chriſt ſuſpended or depoſed for adhering. 
2 20 of ronſcience in an evil day? Toon. they ſhoald 


5 28 n, make glad the eity o Cod: and ill 


A 
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there is this great ground of comfort, that the 1 
is in the midit of the throne, and the cryſtal river pro- 4 
cceds from the throne of God and of the Lamb: and 


upon this throne the Lamb rules righteouſly and mer- 
cifully, though men rule never fo unjuſtly and cruelly; 
and in a little there will be an end of man's rule and 


government, but the Lamb's dominion is for ever and 


ever. God the Father hath proclaimed that he is 
everlaſting King, ſaying, Thy throne, O God, ts for ever 


and ever, The tollowers of the Lamb have unſpeakable 


ground of comfort in Chriſt, whatever trouble they 
have in the world; In the world you ſball have tribu- 
lation, but in me j ↄu Hall have peace, be of good chear: 
have overcome the world, and I am now upon the 


throne; and ye at laſt ſhall overcome, and fit down 
with me on my throne, 


1. Here is comfort aft Aſertian. Though the 


Lord may hide hiimſelf, and ſeem to be far away, yet 
ſtill it is food to your faith, that the Lamb is in the 


midſt of the throne; and, as he never deſerts the 


throne, ſo he will never leave you, nor forſake you : 


© Why? the promiſes are all yea and amen in him that 


is ever upon the throne, to make out his word. 

| 2, Here is comfort againſt the cri. While you have 
the croſs upon your back, you may keep the throne 
in your eye, and you may be ſure of pity and favour 
thence, becauſe the Lamb is there, who went from 


9 croſs o the throne. "7 


. Here is comfort againſt the 1 of Jin, corrup- 
1 ſpiritual enemics, be they never ſo powerful: 


for the Lamb is upon the throne of power, and al/ 
power in heaven and earth is given to him ; and he is 


concerned, in hondur, to deftroy theſe enemies. 


4. ere is comfort againſt want and weakneſs. Your - 


8 lies in the Lamb, Oc. 
5. Here is comfort againſt church tyranny. Times 
have been, when there was tyranny in the ſtate over 


the coaſciences of men; theſe were reckoned very e- 
vil days: but, when there is e in che church 
over 


& 
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over the conſciences of men, it is in many reſpects 
worſe: for church · perſecution is a kind of blaſphemy; 
it is in the name of God to perſecute the people of 
God. But yet here is comfort in this caſe, that church 
tyranny cannot keep the throne; Shall the throne of 
iniquity have fellowſhip with thee, which frame th miſ- 
chief by a law? No, no; They gather themſelves to- 
gether againſt the ſoul of the righteous, and condemn the 
innocent blood, Pſal. xciv. 20, 21. The Lamb will 
keep the midſt of the throne, and tread down his 
enemies in due time, 

W hat would make a church government Bebe 
and eminent ? When the Lamb is kept in the midſt of 
the throne, and when his ſpiritual kingdom is kept 
diſtin from the temporal kingdoms of this world. 
The government of the church is quite miſmanaged 

when the Lamb is put out of the throne, and tempo · 
ral heritages are made the foundation of piritual pri- 
vileges : as for example, when in the choice of paſtors 


to any congregation, which is a ſpiritnal privilege re- 


lating to immoral fouls, and heritors of this earth, 
the heirs of a little yellow duſt, have ſuch a privilege 
and preference given them by virtue of their temporal 
inheritance, as if they were lords of the conſciences of 
men, and hrds over God's heritage; ſurely their ſecu- | 
lar advantage in a world can entitle them to no ſpiri- 
tual privilege iu the houſe of God, no more than an 
earthly inheritance can entitle them to heaven ; but 
to give them a dominion over the ſouls of men in this 
matter, is a practical dethroning of the Lamb from 
the midſt of the throhe. Church officers themſelves 
are diſcharged to uſurp ſuch a dominion as to be hrs 
over God's heritage: it is unlawful for them to obtrude 
paſtors upon a Chriſtian people, without their conſent; 
far leſs have they power to put ſuch a dominivn over 
mens couſciences into the hands of earthly ſuperiors. 
How can they give what they have not themſelves ? 
Io ſpiritual matters we are to own no man /:rd, but 
he that is Lord of lords, the Lamb that is in the midſt 7 
s Ihe 
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the throne. Church- government is quite overturned, 
when the throne of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom is 
ſeſt by any other in this world but only the Lamb. 

6. Here is comfort againſt death. Death ſhall not 
reign, becauſe the Lamb is in the midft of the throne, 
and liveth for ever and ever, and hath the keys of hell 

and of death; and therefore death ſhall be ſwallowed 
up in victory. 

7. Here is comfort againſt the fear of I chat 
awful day needs be no terror to the lovers of the 
Lamb, becauſe, when the fiery tribunal will be eiect- 
ed, the Lamb will be in the midſt of the throne ; and 
the friends of the Lamb will be received into his ho- 


ſom, while all his enemies will ſtand trembling before 
his throne. FP 


3. Here is comfort in the view of a lg eternity; 
that the Lamb, that is for ever in the mid? of the 
throne, will for ever feed you, and lead you unto living 


fountains of waters, and wipe away all tears from your 


eyes. O! whocan tell the happineſs of the higher 
houſe, the glorious feeding and leading you ſhall have 
there, the everlaſting and everliving fountain of divine 
conſolation, wherewith ye ſhall be for ever refreſh- 


ed! The fountain is God, and his glorious attributes; 


Chriſt, and his inexhauſtable fulneſs, the Spirit, and 
his everlaſting conſolation ; a glorious Trinity : God, 


whois now a promiſing God, will then be a perform- 


ing God. Who can tell the ' weetneſs of that bleſſing, 
his wiping away all tears from your eyes? He that hath 

65 or your tears now, hath a napkin to wipe them 
all away then; for, ye ſhall obtain Joy and gadnets, 


and forrow and f ghing ſhall flee away. 


Secondty, JI offer a word of advice to you. O Sirs, 


it the Lamb be in the miſt of the throne, 1. Then 
| be quiet amidſt all the male-adminiſtrations of men, a- 


midſt all the miſmanagements of church-men and 
church Judicatories ; bi cauſe, though men cannot be 
Juſtified in their church ruining projets, yei the Lamb 


being in _ midit of the throne, hath a juſt, oy f 


8 
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and ſovereign hand in ordering theſe evils, when he 
| bath a cantroverſy to plead with us. Let us ſee the 
| hand of God in leaving men to themſelves, to rob the 
church and people of God of their rights and refor- 
mation- privileges. What was the hand of Pilate a- 
gainſt Chriſe, the cruelleſt act that ever was done ? 
Why, it was the hand of God himfelf : for it is faid, 
when Pilate ſpake, ſaying, Doſt thou not know that 
I have power to crucify thee, or to ſet thee at liber- 
ty? Chriſt anſwered, © Thon couldſt have no power 
© except it were given thee of my Father.“ Even fo 
fay 1, churchmen or church-judicatories, courts or 
aſſemblies, could have no power to break down any 
of the carved work of reformation ; no power to harm 
the liberties of God's people in chuſing theis paſtors ; 
no power to obtrude miniſters on Chriſtian congrega- 
tions, willing to chuſe faithful paſtors; no power to 
paſs ſentence againſt ſuch as oppoſe that ſpeat of de- 
fection, except it were given them of our Father; aud 
therefore, let us be quiet and ſober: we have ſome 
other thing ado than to break out in a paſſionate re- 
fentment ageinſt poor mortal men, the ſinful inftru- 
ments of the church's. confuſion and diſorder. When 
Shimei raile upon David, Let him alone, fays David, 
may be the Lord hath laden him. The Lord, for our 
trial and chaftiſemenr, perhaps. hath required ſome in 
our day, go and tread upon the rights of thoſe people; 
go and reproach and perſecute. ſuſpend and depoſe 
thefe miniſters for keeping a gaod conſcience in an e- 
_ vit time: 1 lay. i it may be the Lond hath bidden ; yea, 
Is there evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done 
it ?? Is, there evil in the church, and the Lord hath, 
not done it? No, no; well what of that? This does 
not juſtify evil inſtruments, no; but it fays, we are to 
be ſober, and lay our hand upon our mouth, and 
bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe we have ſinned 
againft him: we are to be dums, amd not to open our 
month, becauſe he docs it. The Lamb io the midit of 


the throne bath the e upon his ſhoulders, 
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"and he is righteouſly, ordering and overruling theſe. 


matters for the profitable trial of his people, and the 


_ glorious praiſe of his name in the iſſue; The wrath of 


man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remainder of bis wrath 
wilt thou reſtrain. The Lord hath his own time and 


way of reſtraining his enemies, and his own time and 


way of reforming his church; and when the Lord all 


appear in his ghry, he will build up Zion. Sometimes 


he ſees fit to appear in his wrath, and then he lets out 


the wrath of man, the eumity of man, to the breaking 5 


. down of Zion, and of his carved work ; but there is 
another time, when he ſees fit to appear in his glory, 
and thea to reſtrain the wrath of man, and reform his 


church. And ſince he is appearing in his wrath in 


our day, letring out the reins of man's wrath, to the 
ruining of reformation-work ; O be ſober #nd humble, 


and depend upon him as the Lamb in the midſt of the 


throne, who hath the reins in his hand, to let them 


out, or take them in, as he pleaſes, Inſtruments are 
but his word, his hand, by which he does what he - 


pleaſes, Pſal. xvii. 13, 14. Deliver my foul from the 
* wicked, from men which are thy hand, O Lord.” 


Think not then the government is outof Chriſt's hand, 


when men are doing many ſad things, and giving ma- 
ny heavy blows to the work of God; no, no; men are 
but his hand ; and it is the hand of God that juſtly 
and righteoully is lying heavy os people. Look 
above men then ; you have not to dowith them ; there 


is a turn of matters juſt as he is pleaſed to turn his 
hand; the Lamb is in the midſt of the throne, aud in 


the midſt of heavy clouds hanging over Scotland; 

therefore look to him, that he may turn away his 
wrath ; Pſal. ii. 12. Kiſs the Son, left he be angry, 
* and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is kind» 
led but a little: Blelled I all JULY that put their 
* rruſi in him.“ Again. 


2. If it is only the Lamb t 17 at is in the midſt of the 
hrone, O then be tender. of theſe that are tollowers of - 
t:.c Lamb, while they are Fer upon the e feoiſiool and 
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not yet tet down with Chriſt upon his throne. 1557 
are in danger in an evil day, wherein they are called 
[| | to give teſtimony againſt the evils and corruptions of 
| _ the day, to go aſide to ſome extreme or other. There 
zkre many thoughts of heart, and many needleſs words 
among people at preſent about the manner of teſtifying. 
Some are accuſed as if they were too far forward ; o- 
|  thers are accuſed as if they were too far behind, in their 
._ teſtimony. Well, not to meddle with miſtakes peg- 
| - ple may be under, it may be both theſe are true: for, 
- Who can fay, I am clean, and do not err toward the 
| — right or left-hand, when they would appear for Chriſt 
| and his cavſe? But, O be tender of the militant fol- 
| | lowers of Chriſt, I hope you will remember, that it 
is only the Lamb that is able to keep the midſt of the 
| * . throne; and, I hope, we are all willing to ſubſcribe 
to this that this honour only belongs to him, that he 
vas able to keep the midſt of the way to the throne, 
without going to one ſide or other: none but him 
ſelf was ever able to do fo; let him alone have the 
{ glory. 
3. Let me ſay to you that have become the bride, 
the Lamb's wife, if the Lamb be in the midſt of the 
+... throne, O then ſee that ye frequent the throne. What 
more inviting argument than this can there be, that 
the Lamb is in the midſt of it? And the farther for- 
_ . ward you approach, fo much the better. Never reſt 
till you be in the midſt of the throne, where the Lamb 
Is. You may have boldneſs to go as far in as the Lamb 
goes; and you will find this the moſt pleaſant exerciſe 
in the world, and the moſt profitable alſo : for grace 
and mercy is about the throne of grace; it is a mercy- 
ſeat, becauſe the Lamb is there. 
4. O believer, if the Lamb be i in the midſt of the 
a throne, even the Lamb, r head, your huſband, ſee 
| * — that you ive upon him Mil; let the Lamb be your 


feeder, and the Lamb your food every day ; and be- 
ware you do not diſgrace your honourable huſband. 
8 Arc you married to the Lamb in the midſt tr the 
| | | throne * 
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throne ? We read that Bathſheba ſaid to her ſon, Prov. 
xXXXI. 4. It is not for a king, © Lemuel, it is not for a 
king to drink wine, nor for princes ſtrong drink, So it 

3s not for believers in Chriſt to drink and tipple, to 


" ſwear and cheat; the graceleſs world do ſo. But, O 
believer, have you been at a communion- table? Hath 


the Lord graced and honoured you with marriage to 
the Lamb in the midſt of the throne? Do not diſgrace 


yourſelf; it is below your rank: fee that you live as 


becomes theſe that are matched and married to the 
prince of the kings of the earth. 

I remember ſome years ago, after certain diſputing 
in the church about the doctrine of the goſpel, we had 
a ſolemnity here, on which occaſion I was led to ſpeak 

of the ſubſtance of GOSPEL-DOCTRINE, Chriſt given 
of God to be a covenant of the people; and now I am ob- 
liged to remark, that after ſome contendings, or rather 
in the midſt of ſome contendings in the church about 
the government of his houſe, I have been led, without 
any deſign in me, but only as the text was pleaſant to 
my own ſoul, to ſpeak of the very /umt and centre of 
ECCLESIASTICAL GOVERNMENT, the Lamb in the 
midſt of the throne. I remember, at that former occa- 
ſion the Lord was preſent by his Spirit, and gaveevi- 
dence thereof unto many; and now, I hope, at this 
occaſion alſo there ſhall be ſome bleſſings dropt down 
from the throne. And, O to be going away from this 
place, with this truth ſealed upon our heart, eoncern- - 
ing the Lamb's being in the midſt of the throne! Come 
what will, there is. no fear of the followers of the Lamb, 


and the ſuſferers for him; for, the Lamb is in the 


midſt of the throne, © 
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